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The Heart of God’s Revelation 
(significance of the Sermon on the Mount) 

 
1. The Bible – Old Testament and New Testament – is God’s revelation to 

man.  
2. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the heart of this entire revelation.  
3. The Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:3-7:27, total 107 verses), is the heart 

of the Gospel. 
4. The Lord’s Prayer (Matt. 6:9-13, total 5 verses) is the heart of the Sermon 

on the Mount. 
5. The “Our  Father” is the heart of the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Please take time to meditate deeply on the one hundred seven verses of the 
Sermon on the Mount, perhaps one verse daily. God will show us our need 
daily, before it is too late, so that we may be preserved in grace and kept 
from sin. God will perfect us  (Ps. 138:8; Phil. 1:6). Amen. 

 
Expect Trials: Rain, Floods, and  Winds Will Test the House we Build 

 
In concluding the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:3-7:27), the Lord Jesus 
Christ said that  if the words of this discourse (“these sayings of mine,”  
Matt. 7:24) are heard and obeyed, they will give us wisdom to build our 
house upon the rock. According to the parable in Matt.7:24-27, one may 
build either on the rock or on the sand. The difference will not be known 
until the rain, the floods and the winds come. In other words, when trials 
come, the house on the rock will not fall; the house on the sand will (Matt. 
7:24-27). How important therefore it is for us to read and meditate on every 
one of these verses the Lord spoke as foundational teaching.  
 
The foolish man who built his house upon the sand did not anticipate the 
rain, the floods, and the storms. He may have built a big house, as can be 
inferred from “great was the fall of it” (Matt. 7:27). The wise man who built 
his house upon the rock anticipated the rain, the floods, and the winds. It did 
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not fall when the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew. It was 
founded upon a rock, not upon sand. 
 
The testing (rain, floods, wind) is coming whether we build upon the rock or 
the sand. The one who knows this, and anticipates the testing, will be careful 
from the start to dig deep and lay the foundation upon the rock. It is too late 
if we wait until the test comes. The time to dig deep is when we begin to 
build. Now, as we build, is the time to anticipate the rain, the floods, and the 
winds.  
 
How shall we know for sure if we are wise or foolish? Do even small trials of 
daily life shake us? Perhaps we have not believed these words of Jesus as we 
should have. Let us hasten to read and meditate on these most blessed verses, 
and trust God for grace to obey them. We will find in our experience that we 
are made strong for, and through, trials. The rain and the floods and the 
winds do come indeed, but we sense the strength of the rock foundation. 
 
O Lord, am I anticipating trials as I build?  The one who anticipates trials 
will watch and pray. He will fear to sin, so that he may be kept from the fear 
of the fall of his house. He will be watchful as he builds. This was John’s 
teaching: “ We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that 
is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not” (1 
John 5:18). Blessed is he who hears, fears, watches, prays, and keeps himself 
from sin. 

 
Wisdom to Build on Rock 

 
♦ Christ’s words of wisdom begin with “Blessed are the poor in spirit…” 

(Matt. 5:3). As poor people are in great need for money, the “poor in 
spirit”  are in great need for the Spirit; they hunger and thirst after the 
living God. O Lord, grant that I remain in such need for the Spirit, 
hungering and thirsting after the living God. In such poverty of spirit, O 
Lord, I shall sense the strength of the rock foundation when trials come. 
 
When we first came to Christ, we came as poor in spirit, depending on 
nothing but God’s grace. In the trials of daily life we need to continue to 
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come to the Lord in poverty of spirit. If we stand on any confidence in 
ourselves, we will fall, lose ground, and will have to start over again with 
repentance. If we quickly come to the Lord for grace when we are tried, 
we are kept from falling (Heb. 2:18; Heb. 4:15-16), and we advance. We 
keep coming to Christ as we did when we first came to Him. Such coming 
to the Lord – such constant dependency on Him – shows poverty of spirit. 
Such coming to our heavenly High Priest assures our being perfected 
(Heb.7:19,25).   

♦ The Lord calls blessed (happy) those who are pure in heart. “Blessed are 
the pure in heart: for they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8).  This seems to be 
the high point of all the beatitudes. Is not seeing God the ultimate bliss? It 
was for Philip (John 14:8). It was for Job (Job 19:26,27). O God, grant 
that such be my heart’s desire and longing.   

“…They shall see God.” When we see God, we shall be like Him (1 John 
3:3). This is the blessing: we shall be like him (“resemble and be like 
Him,”  The Amplified Bible). The next verse (1 John 3:4) tells us that such 
hope – the hope of seeing God – has this effect on us: “And every man 
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” O Lord I 
reach out to you in faith and earnest longing for the fulfillment of this 
scripture in my life. Give me understanding, O Lord, how I may remain in 
this cleansing. Grant Lord that I always walk in the light, and abide in the 
cleansing by your blood (1 John 1:7). Amen. 

 
See from Acts 15: 8-9 how God purifies our heart and gives us the Holy 
Spirit when we put our faith in Him. Grant Lord that my heart be found 
full of faith in you in all situations, and full of the Spirit.  
 

♦ The Lord calls the  “the meek” blessed (happy). “Blessed are the meek: 
for they shall inherit the earth.”  The meek are willingly and completely 
submissive to God’s will, and are inwardly gentle. The meek are 
teachable, and therefore may instruct others (James 1:21; Isa.61:1; 
Matt.11:29; 2Tim.2:25).  

 
The Lord calls us to Himself saying, “come unto me,”  and the first thing 
He speaks of Himself  as we come to Him is: “I am meek and lowly in 
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heart” (Matt. 11:29). It is this revelation of Christ – that He is meek and 
lowly – that changes us: we then love meekness, and hate our pride. 
Humility is a virtue as foreign to our fallen nature as pride is natural to it. 
As we embrace the humble Christ in faith, and identify ourselves with 
Him in love, our pride becomes unbearably loathsome, and we hate it. 
Meekness is born into us as the Son of God is born into us. This we 
confess by faith, and take possession by faith. If we haven’t seen Christ as 
the meek and lowly One, we have not  seen Him. If we know Him as the 
meek and lowly One, we will love meekness and lowliness.  

 
“…They shall inherit the earth.”  Here “earth”  means “land.” God said 
to Moses that “the land is mine” (Lev. 25:23). The meek are allowed to 
share in God’s own inheritance. 

 
In Meekness We Experience the Power of God’s Word:  In James 1:21 
we read, “…receive with meekness the engrafted word…” The fruit borne 
by a grafted branch is not of the nature of the stock, but of the graft. God’s 
Word is grafted to us when we receive it with meekness; and the fruit is 
produced according to the nature of God’s Word, not according to our 
sinful flesh. Grant Lord that I abide in meekness, your word be grafted 
into me, and I bring forth the fruit of your divine nature, your love. Amen.  
 

♦ The Lord commands us to make peace with the offended brother before 
we offer a gift at the altar (Matt. 5:23-25). O Lord, before I kneel to pray, 
or begin to worship you, let me hasten to make peace - if at all possible - 
with anyone who may be offended at me (even if I think I am innocent), 
and more earnestly still, O Lord, if I happen to be at fault. In such 
obedience to your commandment, I may build on rock, and endure when 
trials come. 

 
♦ The Lord warns us that to look on a woman to lust after her is to commit 

adultery in the heart (Matt. 5:28). It is blessed to turn our eyes from 
tempting sights that arouse lust (see from the next verse - Matt. 5:29 - how 
serious this matter is). O Lord, grant that I fear to sin with my eyes. In 
such fear I may experience the strength of the rock foundation. 
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♦  Our Lord said, “… whosoever shall smite thee on the right cheek, turn to 
him the other also” (Matt. 5:39). If we would be God’s children, Jesus 
said, “ Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use you, and persecute you” 
(Matt. 5: 44). It is blessed to love and pray for those who harm us or hate 
us. That is the strength of the rock foundation. 

 
♦ The good Lord said, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which 

is in heaven is perfect” (Matt. 5:48). Exceedingly glorious words indeed! 
Unexplainable, but absolutely believable because of the One who uttered 
them. Grant me faith, O Lord, that I may be a partaker of the Father’s 
perfection in this life and in the life to come.  

 
♦ Our Lord desires that we seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness, 

and all our needs shall be supplied (Matt. 6:33). If we would do this, we 
should leave to God all our cares concerning tomorrow, as may be seen by 
reading Matt.6:33 & 34. 

 
These and many other challenging and  blessed words are given to us in 
Matthew  chapters 5 through 7. It is for us to read, believe, meditate upon, 
take heed, and obey. This makes us wise to build on the rock which Jesus 
Christ is. If we don’t take heed in these matters, how may we expect our 
house to stand against trials? Let us apply ourselves to doing “these sayings” 
(Matt.7:24) of Christ who is faithful to enable and empower us by His grace. 
Let us anticipate the rains, the floods, and the winds; and let us build with 
wisdom.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Matt. 6:9-13) 
 

“…We know not what we should pray for as we ought” (Rom.8:26). It is 
extremely helpful for us to meditate on the Lord’s Prayer in developing our 
personal prayer life. Before teaching how to pray (Matt. 6:9-13), the Lord 
emphasized: (a) praying in secret behind closed doors, to be seen by God 
only (Matt. 6:6); secret prayers are rewarded openly; (b) not to use vain 
repetitions (Matt. 6:7);  the Father knows our needs before we ask.  After 
teaching how to pray the Lord emphasized: (a) God’s forgiveness for us is 
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strictly according to ours for others (Matt. 6:14-15); if we forgive, God will 
forgive us; if we don’t, He will not forgive us; (b) when we fast, we should 
not desire that others know  we are fasting (Matt. 6:15-17).  
 
“Our”  Father:  The “our” and the “us”  and the “we”  make the entire 
prayer corporate from beginning to end. When we stand to pray, we are 
acknowledging our oneness and fellowship with all God’s people of all time 
and all places. This is so because we are children of one heavenly Father, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. “God has sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father” (Gal. 4:6). It is the Son who has revealed 
God as the Father. It is in this all-inclusive love for the family of God that we 
come to “Our Father.” This makes forgiveness possible. We draw close to 
the Almighty Creator of the universe calling Him “Our Father” . This is the 
all-inclusive revelation concerning God. This faith is most comforting.  
 
The name “Son” implies, and reveals, the name “Father”. Such revelation 
was not explicit until Christ came. Moses asked God  who He was, and was 
told “I am that I am,” (Ex. 3:13-14) but the name “Father” was not made 
known. When the Son came, the revelation of God as the Father was 
published for all. In Christ we are one brotherhood, Himself being the pre-
eminent Eldest Brother, all of us of one Father, being born of one Spirit. God 
is “our” God by covenant, as we are “His” people. 
 
“Hallowed Be Thy Name”: As we begin to pray, we bless the Father’s 
name:  “hallowed (kept holy) be thy name.” When the name of the thrice-
holy One (Rev. 4:8) is kept holy in us, by that name we are preserved holy. 
How may His name be kept holy in us? By our hearts being preserved in 
godly fear and in love for God. It is by the fear of God, and the love for God 
that we are kept from sin. 
 
God’s Kingdom and God’s Will : “In committing ourselves to [Christ], we 
can become one spirit with Him, and thereby accomplish His will, in such 
wise that it will be perfect on earth as it is in heaven.” (Origen, A.D.185-254,   
in Catechism of the Catholic Church, p.  678). God’s kingdom has come in 
our hearts with the indwelling of the Spirit, and it keeps coming each day as 
we are being filled. God’s will is done in our hearts as we walk in obedience 
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to the leading of the Sprit. Christ is King in our hearts  where His will reigns. 
This requires self-denial and suffering in the flesh (human nature) that wants 
its own way. Through such suffering we learn obedience (Heb. 5:8). Such 
training prepares us for God’s eternal kingdom where we will continue to do 
God’s will forever and ever. This faith gives us joy to do God’s will and to 
pray, “Not my will but thine be done,” as Jesus prayed. 
 
Daily Bread:  For faith to be perfect, our dependency on God should be 
total, even for our daily bread. The fact that we have resources at our 
disposal tends to make us not pray this prayer except for spiritual food. Let 
us confess: O God, you are the One who brings forth grain from the ground. 
You are the One who feeds us daily. This thankfulness will assure us a 
double portion, or even more: healing and health from the food we eat after 
giving thanks; the same attitude of faith will prepare us to receive the 
spiritual food – God’s Word –  for the day. Note that it is only the “daily” 
portion that is asked for “this day.” This speaks of faith, and freedom from 
anxious care. 
 
Forgive Us As We Forgive (Matt. 6:14-15): If we forgive others, God will 
forgive us; if we don’t, He will not forgive us. See the Lord’s teaching in 
Matt. 18:23-35 and Matt. 5:24. The blood of Jesus has erased our sins. May 
our forgiveness erase the offenses of others. We may not instantly forget the 
pain of the injury, but our heart, by grace, may have compassion for the one 
who inflicted the injury; and we, by grace, may pray – intercede – for the 
offender. As we do this, we have fellowship with the Lord who is interceding 
for us at the right hand of the Father.  
 
Lead Us Not Into Temptation: Temptation makes sin look pleasant, and 
thus deceives us into sinning. Our prayer is that we be kept from sinning, by 
rejecting the allure of sin. Keep us, Lord, from entering into temptation (that 
is, sinning). When we stand faithful in temptation, we are being freed 
(delivered, conveyed away) from evil, and the evil One. Also there are trials 
that test our faith, as Abraham was tested in the offering up of his son. When 
our faith is tested, we obey. Each trial lets us take a step of faith and of 
obedience; and, each step takes us toward perfection. 
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The Kingdom, The Power, The Glory: We confess: “Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory.” Satan claimed the “kingdom” and the “glory” 
when he tempted Christ (Matt. 4:8-9), and offered them to Him if He would 
worship him. When we humble ourselves and ascribe the kingdom and the 
power and the glory to God, we are offering true worship. 
 
It has been said that “The Lord’s Prayer is truly the summary of the whole 
Gospel,” the “most perfect of prayers,” and “it is at the center of the 
Scriptures.” Blessed are those who incline their hearts to meditate on the 
words of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount, and pray as He taught. Amen. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


