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Wisdom for Use of Time 
(compiled by Joseph Arthungal) 

 
How John Wesley Valued His Time 

 John Wesley Evangelist, Bishop Francis Gerald Ensley 
 

One of his biographers relates that Wesley’s carriage was once delayed beyond its appointed time.  Wesley had 
put up his papers and left the apartment.  While waiting at the door he was heard to say by one who stood near, 
“I have lost 10 minutes forever!”  Gentle and easy of entreaty as he was on many things, time was so precious 
to him that in its use he was decisive and inexorable.  His career is a life-long discipline in the use of time. 
 
To begin with, he kept as accurate an account of time as he did with his money.  He planned his days to the 
minute, and in his diary he wrote down how he had employed every hour, a practice which was to form the 
basis of his Journal.  He kept his appointments as sacred , particularly because his schedule was so tight that to 
remain fifteen minutes longer with one person was to take a quarter-hour from someone else. 
 
Wesley took time by the forelock and was out of bed at four each morning.  He attributed his good health to the 
practice, insisting that excessive sleep induces flabbiness of flesh and tends to weaken the eyesight.  But the 
worst thing about lying abed is that it wastes valuable time and, as such, is a sin against God.  Wesley 
maintained that, while early rising is not sufficient to make a man a Christian, the not rising may keep a person 
heathen, void of the Christian spirit. 
 
Wesley worked all the time.  He and leisure early parted company, and he could say he honestly did not have an 
hour to spare from four in the morning until nine at night.  The Founder of Methodism would have heartily 
concurred in two aphorisms of his contemporary, Thomas Jefferson, the Author of American Independence;  
"“It is wonderful how much may be done if we are always doing,” and “No person will have occasion to 
complain of the want of time who never loses any.”  Wesley redeemed the fragments of his days.  If wind and 
tide delayed his embarking, he gathered a congregation and preached to them, or he translated a work of logic 
for the use of his preachers.  Whenever he traveled, he carried a book; and his Journal, with its scores of book 
notices, speaks eloquently of his reading.  When he was too ill to preach or travel, yet well enough to read and 
write, he launched his Notes on the New Testament.  When he gave to his preachers the advice still contained in 
the ritual for admission to a Methodist Annual Conference: “Be diligent.  Never be unemployed.  Never be 
triflingly employed.  Never trifle away time; neither spend any more time at any one place than is strictly 
necessary,” he was writing autobiographically. 
  
 

“The Time is Short!”   1 Cor 7:29 
R.A. Torrey 

 
There is  nothing of which any of us has less to spare and yet of which most of us are so prodigal and wasteful 
as time.  Happy, yes, thrice happy, is the man who not only believes but feels the truth set forth in the short, 
solemn, and startling statement,  “The time is short.” 
 
The word translated “time” means time of opportunity, time for doing the thing that needs to be done.  The 
word translated “short” means “drawn together.” “contracted,”  that is, exceedingly limited, and therefore in 
great need of being conserved and improved to the uttermost.  And the time of opportunity at our disposal for 
doing the many things of tremendous importance that clamor to be done before we go into eternity and meet 
God, is exceedingly contracted. 
 
If any of us will stop to think how many things of the highest importance there are that we must do 
before we can satisfactorily shut our eyes upon this world and pass out to meet God in judgment in the 
next world, his own reason will cry out with powerful tones, “The time is short!” 
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The average man and the average woman seem to think that whatever else may be scarce, there is plenty of 
time.  No, no, no!  “The time is short!”  The day of opportunity is flying more swiftly than a plane.  Lost people 
think there is plenty of time to repent and be saved.  The Christian thinks that there is plenty of time to get ready 
for the coming of the Lord.  The one who would save souls thinks that there is plenty  of time in which to do it.  
But to one and all, God thunders the words of the text, “The time is short!” 
 

When I Die 
(A medical doctor’s testimony, abridged) 

David L. Stevens M.D. 
 

I have to remind myself that Jesus did not keep statistics or issue an annual report. He did not publish a 
magazine to trumpet His feeding the 5000.  Instead He invested Himself in relationships, influenced 
transformation in people’s lives and changed the world. That is why I have determined to invest my life in 
people.  I admit, it is not easy for me.  I have had to will and discipline myself to be different...  
 
Investing in people takes time. It often requires sacrifice.  But God isn’t going to ask us how many patients we 
saw a day, how wealthy we became, or what kind of prestige we enjoyed in the community. 
 
More often than not, investing in people means to taking the time to do the little things.  It means following the 
Holy Spirit’s quiet direction to give a patient some extra time, probing and listening.  It means diverting a few 
extra hours from your study regimen to help a fellow student make it through basic anatomy... 
 
“He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much...”  Luke 16:10  NAS.  
 
When our short time of opportunity on this earth is ended, the Lord will ask. “Did you  really love people? Did 
you influence them to follow me? Did you help them through the valleys when they felt they couldn’t go on?”  
Rather than “Doctor,” or “Missionary,” or “CEO” chiseled into my tombstone when I die, I would prefer “He 
invested his life in people.” 
 

On  the Right Employment Of Time 
Fenelon (1651 - 1715) 

 
Time is precious,  but we do not comprehend all its value;  we shall know it only when it will no longer be of 
any advantage to us.  Our friends make demands upon it, as if it were nothing, and we bestow it in the same 
way.  Often it is a burden to us;  we know not what to do with it.  
 
Our whole life belongs to God, as well as our whole heart;  neither is too much to give Him.  He has bestowed 
them upon us only that we may love and serve Him;  let us keep nothing back from Him.  We cannot always be 
doing a great work, but we can always be doing something that belongs to our condition.  To be silent, to suffer, 
to pray when we cannot act, is acceptable to God.  A disappointment, a contradiction, a harsh word, an 
annoyance, a wrong received and endured as in His presence, is worth more than a long prayer;  and we do not 
lose time if we bear its loss with gentleness and patience, provided the loss was inevitable, and was not caused 
by our own fault. 
 
Thus spend your days, redeeming the time;  give up vain amusements, useless correspondence, those weak 
outpourings of the heart that are only modifications of self-love, and conversations that dissipate the mind and 
lead to no good.  Thus you will find time to serve God;  and there is none well employed that is not devoted to 
Him. 
 


