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Summary of Training to be Servants at Home and in the Church  
 

Part I: Being a Servant Leader at Home 
 
The First Marriage in Eden: For Adam and Eve, their whole world was just the two of them and God. 

There was no one else to desire or to be desired by. No one else to think about but themselves and God. 

No one else to fellowship with but each other and God. No one else to talk with but each other and God. It 

was an exclusive company of just three! This is how it was in the beginning. Adam had no woman to 

please but Eve. Eve had no man to please but Adam. Perfect loyalty. Perfect commitment. Perfect 

fellowship. Their home was the Garden of Eden — meaning, garden of delights. What were their delights? 

To live to please God, and to live to please each other. Such were the delights of the first marriage. 

Adam’s love was exclusively for Eve, and for God. Eve’s love was exclusively for Adam, and for God. It 

was a world of just three.         

 
Serving One Another; Praying with One Another: “Behold, let thine handmaid be a servant to wash 

the feet of the servants of my lord” (1 Sam. 25:41). This was the response of the wise and beautiful 

Abigail when asked to become David’s wife. True happiness in the home — and in the Church and 

community — is the fruit of serving one another. 

 

 “…Husbands, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and 

as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered” (1 Peter 3:7, New King 

James Version). Peter here instructs the husband: (1) Dwell with the wife with understanding; this refers 

to cohabitation, and here the husband needs to be wise and selfless. (2) Give honor to the wife; this 

refers to the husband’s respect for the wife, and his trust and confidence in her. (3) The husband and wife 

are heirs together of the grace of life; the two are partners not only in the natural, but also in the 

spiritual. (4) Unless the husband and wife have a proper appreciation of these things, their prayers one 

with another, and one for another, will be hindered. See how Peter emphasizes prayer in this context. 

 

The First Ten Years of Your Child: “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he 

will not depart from it” (Prov. 22:6). Based on this verse, please note: One: As a parent please seek the 

Lord to show you what are (1) the gifts God has given your son/ daughter, (2) what is God’s calling on 

him/her. The Lord will show you progressively, and you may share with the child accordingly. Two: As a 

parent please encourage the child to seek the Lord concerning  (1) the gifts God has given him/her, (2) 

what is God’s calling on his/her life. Help the child to learn to listen to the Lord’s voice as he /she reads 

the Scriptures and as he/she prays. Please talk with the child and listen patiently, and pray with the child. 

  
Leading Children to a Personal Relationship With Christ: The Lord Jesus Christ is calling the children 

to come to Him (Matt. 19:14). How early may we begin? “But thou art he that took me out of the womb: 

thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mother’s breasts” (Psa. 22:9). We may learn from this 

verse that as the mother nurses the child, she may also give him or her the pure milk of God’s Word in 

songs and stories and memory verses. 

 
Training Children for Family Togetherness in Church Meetings: Joshua said: “…But as for me and 

my house, we will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:15). Whether it is in a church meeting or any other 

activity, the goal is that the family be encouraged to work together for the blessing of everyone. This 

principle of family togetherness is important also when considering church meetings. If parents train their 

children to sit quietly in the meetings, then all can worship together with great mutual enrichment. 

          
Raising Children for the Lord: The following is from Susannah Wesley (mother of John Wesley): “First 

of all, it must be remembered that no mother can bring up her children for the Lord who does not 

renounce the world completely in her own life to start with. Secondly, she must be willing to devote her 

entire life to the work of saving the souls of her children, and must be convinced that such a life is a life 

well spent. 

 

When children are about one year old, they must be taught to fear the rod and cry only softly. Thus they 

can escape an abundance of correction that they would otherwise have to learn later on. That awful noise 

of children screaming in the house must never be heard in a house. Even in their talking and their playing, 
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children must not be permitted to be loud. Thus there can be peace in the house. At the meal table, 

children must not be allowed to choose whatever food they like. They must be taught to eat whatever is 

set before them. They must also be taught that they can get nothing that they cry for. They must ask 

quietly for whatever they want and must be taught to speak respectfully to their parents.”   
   
Parents’ Care for Grown Children: Job’s seven sons and three daughters were grown and living in their 

own houses. Yet Job cared for their spiritual welfare. Please read Job 1:4-5. 

 
The Christian Father: The father’s compassion: “Just as a father has compassion on his children, so 

the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him.” Ps. 103:13. This defines a father’s heart (as 

corresponding to God’s) in the deepest sense:  Compassion, that is, forgiving love.    
  

Part II: Being a Servant Leader in the Church 
 

A Servant’s Prayer of Consecration For Daily Life:  

 

Grant Lord that I live and serve in the spirit of lowliness and meekness. 

Grant Lord that I live and serve in the spirit of prayer. 

Grant Lord that I live and serve in the spirit of love. 

Grant Lord that only kind thoughts arise in my heart towards any and all.  

Grant Lord that only kind words proceed from my mouth towards any and all. Amen.  
             
For a Servant, the Present Moment is Precious:  

 
The present moment is precious, 

I offer it to you, O Lord,  

With all that I am,  

To be yours, 

And for you to keep             

      
Knowing God as “Our Father”: “Our Father” is the heart of Bible revelation. The “our,” and the “us,” 

and the “we” in the Lord’s Prayer make the entire prayer corporate from beginning to end. We are the 

children of one Father, the heavenly Father, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is in this all-inclusive 

love for the family of God that we come to “Our Father.” This makes forgiveness – as God forgave us – 

possible. This makes love – as God loved us – possible. We forgive as we pray, and are forgiven. We bless 

as we pray, and are blessed. As children of our heavenly Father, His love is our model in loving even our 

enemies 

    

Knowing Christ in His Meekness and Lowliness: The Lord calls us to Himself, and the first thing He 

speaks of Himself  as we come to Him is: “I am meek and lowly in heart” (Matt. 11:29). This revelation of 

Christ – that He is “meek and lowly” – changes us: we then love meekness, and hate our pride.  
  
Servants of The One Who Was the Servant of All: The Lord Jesus Christ made Himself a servant of all 

who were willing to be served by Him, and we are His servants. If that be true of me by grace, O God, 

how should I serve all as the Master served? Help me, O Lord, to see myself as a servant of all: of all in 

the home, of all in the Church, and of all who are willing to be served by me. I can do this only if I am 

truly filled with the Spirit of Christ, who made Himself a servant of all. This confession brings us to a place 

where we continuously sense the need for humility as we serve 

 
Loving to the End: We read in John 13:1 that Jesus loved His own “to the last and to the highest degree” 

(The Amplified Bible). It is here that we also read of the Lord washing the disciples’ feet. He waited until 

the end of His life to fulfill this ministry and leave an example for us to follow. The first experience in 

Church life is love (Col. 2:2; 1 John 3:11; 2 John 5), we continue in love (Eph. 4:15-16), and we finish in 

love (John 13:1; Eph. 3:19). The Lord commits the shepherding of His people to those who love to the 

highest degree, and lay down their lives (John 21:15-19). 
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