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“To Speak Evil of No One” 
This discipline in the fear of God will bring great peace of mind and happiness of heart. 

Joseph Arthungal 

 
“…to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men.”   

 

To speak evil of no one, Titus 3:2: Our happiness is the fruit of the Spirit, and increases as we 
seek the good of others, and speak only good of others. Greater still, then, would our happiness 

be if we are trained by the Spirit to think only good of others, and pray accordingly. If we 
examine ourselves, we may find that we have to repent for having spoken unkindly about 
others. As we repent, we will taste the goodness of God, and our happiness will increase. 

 
We may pray: ‘Lord, grant that my heart and soul be inclined to do only good and no evil to 

others, and to speak only good and no evil of others. Above all, O Lord, let me think only good 
and no evil of others.’ Once we pray this prayer, it is certain that Satan will tempt us, but we   
may by faith reckon ourselves as dead to all evil judgments concerning others. And, I believe, 

we will experience happiness too deep for words.  
 

A kind word proceeding from our lips is sure to leave its fragrance upon our heart and make us 
happy. Consider how sad it would be for us, as for others, if an unkind word would fall from our 
lips. Consider the blessing that we may continually enjoy if kind thoughts and loving prayers 

about others occupy our hearts. This will transform the inward realms of our being, helping us 
pray in the Spirit and walk in love towards all. Fresh springs of happiness and peace will flow 

forth from our inner being.    
 

To be peaceable (“avoid being contentious”), Titus 3:2: Our Lord kept quiet when He was 
accused. It is written that, our Lord, “when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He 
suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously,” 1 Pet. 

2:23. Let us believe and confess that this verse is personally for us. If we follow this example of 
our Lord, we may avoid much sin, enjoy much peace and happiness, and could give much peace 

and happiness to others. When we choose not to contend, Satan loses power. Silence, if used in 
love, helps make peace. A soft answer quenches anger, Prov.14:1. ‘ Lord let me learn to be 
silent, or to speak softly in contentious situations. Let me follow your example, O Lord.’ Again, 

once we pray this prayer from the heart, we may expect provocations. May we find grace to be 
silent or speak softly according to the situation. Let us be willing to be trained by the Spirit. 

 
To be gentle, Titus 3:2:  Just think of someone gentle you know. It is pleasant to be with that 
person. His or her words help and comfort. Our Lord said, “I am gentle and lowly in heart,” Matt. 

11:29.  We may come to Him and receive from Him this virtue of virtues. ‘O Lord, let me 
partake of your nature of being gentle and lowly of heart,’ let us pray. When we pray in this 

manner, the Lord may show us the sins of our heart, and lead us to repentance.    
 
Showing all humility to all men, Titus 3:2: Let us take note of the expressions: “all humility” 

and “to all men.” How blessed are those words! Only the Spirit can teach us, and He will, if we 
pray with all our heart. If our words should bear the tone of humility, our thoughts about 

ourselves should be lowly. Again, only the Sprit can teach us, and He will, if we pray with all our 
heart. Let us pray: ‘O Lord, train me to have lowly thoughts about myself. Open my eyes to see 
my pride, and repent.’ As we think lowly thoughts about ourselves, we receive grace to learn 

obedience through suffering (self-denial), Heb. 5:8, and to go on to perfection, Heb. 5:8-9, in 
the footsteps of our Forerunner, Heb.6: 20. Amen. 
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Questions: How may we speak gentle, kind or uplifting words without condoning someone’s 
sin? Are we to turn a blind eye, see only the good, and refrain from correcting? How may we 

distinguish ‘correction’ from ‘speaking evil’? When and how should we correct someone?  
 

Response: (a) Kind or uplifting words could go hand in hand with gentle correction. This is 
implied in Eph. 6:4: “ And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them 
up in the training and admonition of the Lord.” (b) “Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him 

as a father,” 1 Tim. 5:1. (c) Paul desired Timothy to “reprove, rebuke, exhort;” but this was to 
be done, “with all longsuffering,” 2 Tim. 4:2. (d) Paul warned the brethren with tears, Acts 

20:19,31. The spirit of tenderness needs to permeate even our firmest rebukes. (e) Leaders 
must be “gentle…in humility correcting those who are in opposition,” 2 Tim. 2:24-25. (f) How 
may we distinguish ‘correction’ from ‘speaking evil’? One may ask himself: ‘what is happening in 

my own heart while speaking? Is my heart tender and caring?’ We may need to repent. Also, 
‘am I speaking directly to the person who needs correction, or to someone who can help him?’ 

(g) All these are covered under “speaking the truth in love,” Eph. 4:15. If there is a bond of 
love, it is easier to give or receive correction.  
 

When should we correct someone? When the Spirit moves us, and we can speak in peace. How? 
Try to pray together first, and start by saying, ‘The Lord has put this care on my heart for you. 

Please consider if this would be helpful.’ Then proceed prayerfully, use one or two scriptures if 
you can remember the appropriate passages, and listen to the other person. Pray together at 

the end if possible. May God’s peace reign in all situations. Afterwards, please reflect on what 
and how the dialogue went. Repent as necessary, give thanks, and commit  all to God.  


