
Mentoring Studies  
 

Serving in the Church   
 
Reading (as you are able): 
 
John 13:1-17 
2 Tim. 2 (all) 
1 Cor. 9 (all) 
 
John 13:14: “If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet;  ye also ought to wash one 
another’s feet.”  These are the words of Jesus – Servant of servants – for us. 
 
Rev. 22:3-4: “…And his servants shall serve him: And they shall see his face; and his name shall be 
in their foreheads.”  This the reward in eternity for those who serve. 
 
1 Cor. 9:19: “For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might 
gain the more.” This is the testimony of the Apostle Paul for us. 
 

We Are the Servants of The One Who Was the Servant of All 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ was born to be a servant of all. He made Himself a servant of all who were 
willing to be served by Him, and we are His servants. If that be true of me by grace, O God, how 
should I serve all as the Master served? Help me, O Lord, to see myself as a servant of all: of all 

in the home, of all in the Church, and of all who are willing to be served by me. I can do this 
only if I am truly filled with the Spirit of Christ, who made Himself a servant of all. 

 
This confession brings us to a place where we continuously sense the need for humility as we 
serve. Such sense of need keeps us in a special place of prayer in our thoughts about others. It 

is not at all natural for anyone to be humble as Jesus Christ was. We humble ourselves knowing 
that we are not naturally humble. We ask for, and receive the Spirit of Christ. May it be our 

prayer that the thoughts we think, the words we speak, the deeds we do, and even our silence 
be in the Spirit of Christ.  
 

How can we describe the glory of being allowed to make ourselves the servants of all? Paul 
experienced this. “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, 

that I might win the more” (1 Cor. 9:19). This is a place we can come to by grace only. Our 
understanding is enlightened when we see Jesus as the servant of all, and we ourselves His 

servants. We, therefore, are servants of all.  By grace we are allowed to be the servants of all. 
Let us believe this in our heart, and confess it in prayer to God.  
 

Jesus came as a servant, and this was difficult for the Jews to understand. They were looking for 
the Messiah, a king. If we are truly Jesus’ servants, we also are likely to be rejected. Today 

when one is designated as a “minister” in the Church, it is regarded as a dignified office; 
dignified it indeed is, if only it is understood that “minister” means “servant”, which in common 
usage means a lowly occupation. Our Lord indeed came as a lowly person, meek and lowly in 

heart. Let us earnestly and willingly choose the place of a servant. There is always work in the 
home for those who are willing to do lowly chores like washing dishes. The same applies in 

Church life.  Such an attitude prepares us to serve others with God’s Word in the Church.  
 
A godly mother in a Christian home is a picture of a servant. She serves from early morning, all 

through the day, late into the night, and even during the night, as needed by the children, while 
others sleep. She bears much and demands little. Thus she serves day after day, year after 



year.  She makes herself a servant to all in her household, and all who come to visit or stay. 
May God give us grace to learn from our mothers or from their memory if they are no more. Let 

us learn to serve one another in the home, in the Church, and wherever we find God-given 
opportunity. We will experience much joy.  

 
Are you a son or a daughter at home? Ask the Lord for grace to be a servant to the rest of the 
family. Are you a husband? Ask the Lord for grace to be a servant to your wife and children. Are 

you a shepherd in the Church? Ask the Chief Shepherd for grace to be a servant to the brethren. 
Let the Spirit of Christ who was a servant of all be reflected in our thoughts, words, and deeds. 

Paul believed that by making himself a servant of all he could win more people to the Lord.  
 
In order to teach us how we may serve one another, Jesus washed the feet of His disciples. He 

washed their feet, and wiped them with the towel with which He was girded. “If I do not wash 
you, you have no part with me,” He said to Peter (John 13:8). If I wash my brother’s feet, he 

has a part with me; if he washes mine, I have a part with him. Praise be to God. Jesus said: 
“you also ought to wash one another’s feet’’ (John 13:14).  Led by the Spirit of Christ, we wash 
one another’s feet - serve one another - as often as we have opportunity. Washing of the feet 

was the menial service of a slave. Let us remember Jesus washing the feet of the disciples.    
 

The Lord Jesus Christ lived as a servant of all. True Christians are a brotherhood of humble 
servants, every one a servant of all others. How great is our need to see this truth! How great 

will be our joy, and how abundant our fruitfulness if we see this truth! “Let this mind be in you 
which was in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be grasped, but emptied Himself by taking the form of a servant, and coming in 

the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became 
obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:5-8, The New King James 

Bible).  Please take a few moments to reflect on the “mind’’ of Christ, and the things mentioned 
in these verses about Jesus’ life as a servant.  May His life be revealed in us. Amen. 
 


