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Romans 9,10,11 

 
Chapter 9- 11: Blindness of Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in (11:25) 

Chapter 9&11: Election 
 
In Paul’s time, Israel as a nation rejected Christ, but the Gentiles in large numbers accepted Him. How then 
could Christ be the promised Messiah for Israel? Paul is answering this question in these three chapters. 
 
Chapter  9 
 
9:1-5: Paul’s great sorrow for Israel; may there be a similar care in our hearts for our unsaved  loved ones. 
9:6-24: See 25,26 along with 16 ( also 10:20,21; 11:33); these verses may help us understand – and see the 
limits of our ability to understand - Predestination, Election, Sovereignty of God and Freedom of human will. 
These are not very clear, but they are clear to the extent God intended them to be clear as they concern our 
salvation, and it is good for us to stay within the limits God has placed, and to not desire to know beyond those 
limits. Our part is to trust God for His mercy (9:16), and believe in Christ (9:33).  
 
Note that the questions raised in 9:19 are not directly answered in the following verses; instead Paul questions 
the questioner (9:20). 
 
Chapter  10 
 
10:4: Law-righteousness replaced by faith-righteousness which is by faith in Christ. Faith-righteousness: Faith 
in Christ lines us up with God’s will and purpose concerning us, and God’s  will and purpose are fulfilled in our 
life. See Rom.1:17: “…righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith…The just shall live by faith.” Note the 
word “live.”  God declares us righteous when we believe;  we continue to live by faith and our life reveals 
God’s righteousness. 
10:9,10,13,17: the [spoken, rather than the written] word (17), faith (17, 10), righteousness (10), confession 
(10), salvation (10,13).  
10:16: faith and obedience are meant to be mutually inclusive. See 1 Pet.2:7,8 
15: Note the significance of preaching and being sent to preach; all else follows this. Let us note how great is 
the privilege of sharing the Gospel with someone who has not heard!  
 
Chapter  11 
 
11:15: There will be a reconciliation for Israel (after the full number of Gentiles have believed Christ, 11:25), 
and this would lead to the resurrection of the dead! Then we will marvel at God’s plans for all His people. 
11:20-23: warning for us to abide in faith and humility. 
11:17-18: “root”: in Abraham’s seed, all the nations – both Jew and Gentiles - are blessed. 
11:29: a very special verse to note. 
11:33: This verse should satisfy us concerning the difficult questions arising from these three chapters. 
 

Election 
 
Difficulties concerning “election” are perhaps helped by : 
 
My Election: Ask: “Lord, am I elected by you?" All those who are in Christ have the witness that they are 
among the elect. Then heed Peter’s words in 2 Pet. 1:10: “…give all diligence to make your calling and election 
sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.”  
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Others’ Election: The election of any other human being in any religion or no religion is a matter entirely 
between God and that person. There is no verse telling us that a particular individual is not elected. 
 
We can safely leave all  other questions to God. 

 
Is Election Fair or Unfair, Just or Unjust? 

 
What is the ultimate criteria ? Human judgement? Obviously not. 
 
The ultimate criteria is this: If God does something, it is right, fair, and just for this one reason: God does it. 
This is how we are to judge. The basis of this is: God can do, and does, only what is right, fair, and just. We, by 
our reasoning may not always be able to prove the fairness of God’s actions. This applies to election. Our 
confidence in God who cannot do but what is right. We may not understand fully what is meant by election, but 
we are assured that what God did is right and fair and just.  

 
Eternal Salvation (Heb.5:9) 

  
When we are born again, (a) love for God and (b) hatred for sin are both born together in our hearts. We are  
forgiven, we forsake sin, we hate sin, we fear to sin. Being born again, these are our birthrights.  
 
He who loves and fears God, and therefore fears to sin, stands assured of eternal salvation. This is true of all 
those who are born of God (1 John 3:6,9). This is true salvation. In Heb. 5:9 salvation is called “eternal 
salvation,” where the verse reads: “ …he (Jesus) became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey 
him.”  Note the word “obey.”  This does not mean that we re saved by works. We are saved – raised from being 
dead in sin - as soon as we repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  For a born again Christian, the words 
‘faith’  and ‘obedience’ are mutually inclusive, see 1 Pet.2:7,8 and Rom.10:16. Such indeed is the nature and 
power of saving faith: it imparts the grace that forgives, and the same grace imparts godly nature – born of God 
– that hates sin as it loves God.   
 

If a Christian Happens to Sin 
 

If he happens to sin (God knows his heart), he is convicted of the Spirit and his own conscience, and is driven to 
earnest repentance. See 1 John 1:7-9. 
 

How Hatred for Sin and Fear to Sin  Come into our Heart 
 

Jesus “loved righteousness and hated iniquity”  (Heb.1:9). It is this hatred for sin that we receive when we 
receive the Spirit of Christ.  
 
Jesus “offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save  him 
from death, and was heard in that he feared” (Heb. 5:9). It is this godly fear that we receive when we receive 
the Spirit of Christ. Such godly fear keeps us from sinning.  
 

What If a Professing Christian (?) Chooses to Sin, and Continues in Sin Without Repentance 
 

We fear to judge such a person’s life or his claims concerning salvation. God alone is the judge. We understand 
and judge only what assures salvation: repentance, faith, confession, love for God, hatred for sin, and fear to sin. 
Inn such confession we experience God’s saving grace.    
 
 
These notes may be copied and shared. Joseph Arthungal, 4015 W Enon Rd, Fairborn, OH.45324, 
jvr76@yahoo.com, 937 767 7185. 


