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 Preparing to Minister the Word Prophetically 

Isa. 61:1 (how Jesus ministered);  1 Cor. 12:7 – 11, 14; 14:1 - 31 (how we may minister). 

Joseph Arthungal 

 

“…ye may all prophesy one by one”(1 Cor. 14:31): The gift of prophecy, in some measure, is for all 

members of the Body of Christ, though all are not prophets (1 Cor.12:29;Eph.4:11). The gift is to be 

exercised according to the measure of one’s faith (Rom.12: 6). All of us are to desire the gift of prophecy 

as we are to desire the fruit of love (1 Cor.14: 1).  

 

Prophet (Intercessor): The original meaning of ‘prophet’ is “…an intercessor, who, because of his 

nearness to God, would obtain the mind of God, hence be able to speak for God…” Adam Clark, quoted in 

Systematic Theology, Vol. III, Earnest S. Williams. The first occurrence of the word ‘prophet’ in the Bible is 

Gen 20:7: “… for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live.” And we read in 1 

Cor.14:3: “…He that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.” The 

Prophets’ ministry also includes teaching that comforts (1 Cor. 14:31). We therefore learn that our 

intercessory prayers for those to whom we minister the Word are the most important part of our 

preparation to minister prophetically. “I have you in my heart…,” wrote Paul to the saints in Philippi (Phil. 

1:7). See the long intercessory prayer of our Lord in John 17 at the close of His ministry. This helps us to 

know how to pray for the brethren. Begin to pray for others, and serve others in humility, and the gifts 

will manifest themselves.  

 

“Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season” (2 Tim.4:2): Paul wrote this to Timothy 

just before he died a martyr. We have to remain in the Word if we are to be ready to preach the Word – 

not ideas of men.  In The Amplified Bible we read 2 Tim.4:2 as: “… Keep your sense of urgency (… be at 

hand and ready, whether it is convenient or inconvenient…)… being unflagging and inexhaustible in 

patience and teaching.”  Let us pray: ‘O Lord let me be ready when it is convenient or inconvenient. Give 

me, Lord, a sense of urgency as the dying Apostle had in his heart.’   

 

The Prophet Knows His Need for the Prayer of Others: We are to pray for those who minister the 

Word. “And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make 

known the mystery of the gospel” (Eph.6:19). “Utterance may be given” indicates the distinguishing mark 

of prophetic exhortation or teaching. The praying man – praying for others and desiring the prayers of 

others for himself – stands on the ground of anointing that imparts utterance.    

 

The Prophet is Willing to be Tested and Corrected: Prophecy should be tested (1 Cor. 14:29) by the 

Word of God. When we speak, we should desire and expect testing and correction by other prophets. This 

attitude will keep us in unity, and therefore in anointing (Ps. 133). 

 

The Prophet Knows He Should Make Room for Others: “But if anything is revealed to another who 

sits by, let the first keep silent” (1 Cor.14:30). In most of our meetings we may expect two or three 

brethren (1 Cor.14:29) to receive utterance from the Lord, and these three may speak one after another. 

There should be unity in the message, and this can be facilitated by unity in prayer and consultation in 

advance – whenever possible - among those who expect to minister together. [Please see the last 

paragraph on this page.] 

 

After the Word is Ministered: The hearing of the prophetic Word imparts faith, and faith prepares the 

heart for the outpouring of the Spirit. When the Spirit is poured out, the spirit of prayer is manifest. This is 

revival. The ministry of the Word should have this effect: prayer and revival. This creates the setting for 

the operation of  the other gifts of the Spirit. Let us pray for revival.   
 

Two Important Pre-Requisites 
 

Am I Moved by Love, O Lord? 1 Cor. 13 warns against exercising spiritual gifts in the absence of love. 

And then, in the next chapter, verse 1, we read:   “Eagerly pursue and seek to acquire [this] love – make 

it your aim, your great quest; and earnestly desire and cultivate the spiritual endowments, especially that 

you may prophesy -  that is, interpret the divine will and purpose in inspired preaching and teaching” ( 1 
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Cor. 14:1, The Amplified Bible). Spiritual gifts are received by earnest seekers.  The Holy Spirit fills our 

heart with God’s love (Rom.5:5). We begin to serve each other in love, and the gifts are manifested.  

 

Is my Heart Perfect Before You, O Lord? “For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him”  (2 Chr.16:9). 
This verse shows that Gods power will be revealed through us only if our hearts are perfect (blameless) 

toward Him. God gives us a new heart, a new spirit: “A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will 

I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of 

flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my 

judgments, and do them” (Eze. 36:26-27). This gift of God makes it possible for us to have a  new heart, 

a heart that is perfectly committed to walking in obedience to God’s statutes and judgments. We read that 

God gives the Holy Spirit to “them that obey him” (Acts 5:32). To have saving faith in our heart means 

that we are committed to be faithful to God. Such a heart is perfect before God, although our walk may 

need correction as we learn obedience (Jer.10:23-24; Heb. 5:8-9; Psa. 139:23-24). See the picture 

below. 

 

Illustration: A car whose alignment is off corresponds to a heart not perfect before God. Driving 

(corresponds to our walk) will be difficult, and dangerous at higher speeds. A well-aligned car corresponds 

to a perfect heart. Driving will be smooth, and yet needs minor adjustments at the steering. Let us pray: ‘ 

May my heart be found perfect in thy sight, O Lord. And correct my walk, Lord, as I walk in godly fear.’  

 

 

A Perfect Heart and a Walk Being Corrected 
                                             2 Chr. 16:9    1 Chr. 28:9   1 Kgs. 15:4 
 

 A Perfect Heart is a Believing 

Heart   Sincerely Committed to 
God’s Will 

At All Times and in All Situations. 
   
 
Spiritual Walk Being Corrected and Perfected 
Jer. 10:23 – 24  Heb. 5:8-9   Psa. 139:23-24 
 
 
Our heart can always be perfect, and our walk 
is   always  being corrected and perfected. 


