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Jesus loved to refer to God as His Father.  He wants us to know God as our Father, and pray to Him as “Our Father.”  
This is possible when we are born anew as God’s spiritual children (John 1:12,13), and receive the Spirit of His Son in our 
hearts crying “Abba, Father” (Gal. 4:6; Rom. 8:15).  
 
When the Lord Jesus Christ taught His disciples how to pray, the opening words of the prayer were: “Our Father.” (Matt. 
6:9). “Father”  binds us to God, and signifies  the fulfillment of our relationship to Him; and, “our”  binds us to one 
another as children of one Father, signifying the fulfillment of our relationship to each other. On such confession and faith 
stands the entire prayer that starts with “Our Father.”    
 
The Heart of Revelation: “Our Father”  
 
It is as though the two words “Our Father”  are a seed that contains the entire Lord’s prayer; the Lord’s prayer  a seed that 
contains the whole Sermon on the Mount; the Sermon on the Mount a seed that contains the whole Gospel; and the Gospel 
like a seed that contains the whole of Bible revelation. It has been said that “The Lord’s Prayer is truly  the summary of 
the whole Gospel,” the “most perfect of prayers,” and “it is at the center of the Scriptures.”  
 
It is this fullness that we inherit when we call God “Our Father.”  What reverence, what adoration, what thankfulness 
should fill our hearts while the words “Our Father”  are on our lips! What sincere affection and forgiveness for God’s 
children – and all humanity – should flow from our hearts while we call on “Our Father.”   All the blessings in our 
Father’s kingdom are ours as we thus pray. Amen.  
 
The “ our,”  and the “ us,”  and the “ we”  in the Lord’s Prayer make the entire prayer corporate from beginning to end. 
When we stand to pray, we are acknowledging our oneness and fellowship with all God’s people of all time and all places. 
This is so because we are children of one Father, the heavenly Father, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is the Son 
who has revealed God as the Father. It is in this all-inclusive love for the family of God that we come to “Our Father.” 
This makes forgiveness – as God forgave us – possible. This makes love –as God loved us – possible. 
 
Please see the power of this confession when we come before God to pray for others. We forgive as we pray, and are 
forgiven. We bless as we pray, and are blessed. As children of our heavenly Father, His love is our model in loving even 
our enemies (Mt. 5:43-45) 
 
The name “Son”  implies, and reveals, the name “Father”.  Such revelation was not explicit until Christ came. Moses 
asked God  who He was, and was told, “I am that I am,” (Ex. 3:13-14) but the name “Father” was not made known. When 
the “Son” came, the revelation of God as the “Father” was given. In Christ we are one brotherhood, Himself being the 
pre-eminent Eldest Brother, all of us of one Father, being born of one Spirit.  
 
“Whereas the everlasting power and divinity of God are manifest in creation, His Fatherhood in spiritual relationship 
through faith is the subject of New Testament Revelation, and waited for the presence on earth of the Son (Matt. 11:27; 
John 17:25).” Vines Expository Dictionary of the New Testament Words 
 
In Mark 14:36 we find the Lord Jesus Christ on the eve of the crucifixion agonizing and crying, “Abba, Father.” “Abba” 
is the Aramaic word for father framed by the lips of infants, and implies unreasoning, childlike  trust. The slaves in the 
family were not permitted to address the head of the family as “Abba.”  This shows the connection between “Abba”  and 
the Spirit of God’s Son given to us for prayer, especially when we are being tried as Jesus was when He prayed in the 
garden.  
 
The Lord grant us grace to pray in childlike faith and in the simplest forms of addressing God (as signified by “Abba”)  as 
well as with intelligent apprehension of our relationship to God (as signified by “Father”). This is how Jesus prayed 
(“Abba, Father”) when He was tried, and was in agony. When we pray “Abba, Father,” are we not affirming that we 
have received the Spirit of God’s Son and that we are the children of our heavenly Father through the Son? What a 
blessing it is to be so identified in prayer with Jesus. We are assured in our heart that such prayer cannot fail.  Amen.   
           (see drawing next page) 
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