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The Lord Jesus Christ spoke two parables in Luke 18:1-14 to teach the place of faith and humility in prayer. In 
the first parable a widow is pleading with an unjust judge for legal protection from her opponent. Initially the 
judge was unwilling, but the widow kept coming, and would not give up. The unjust judge was eventually 
persuaded by the widow’s continual coming. The elect of God are to pray according to the example of the 
widow. “Men always ought to pray and not lose heart”, said Jesus. This calls for faith. It is the elect of God 
who shall have such faith, and they cry to God day and night.  However the Lord asked, “ Nevertheless, when 
the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?”.  
 
Do we believe we are among the elect of God? Have we received grace to cry to God day and night? Have 
received the measure of faith that keeps us coming to God continually, and keeps us from fainting? The faith of 
many may fail in the end times. 
 
Satan wanted to sift Peter as wheat, but Jesus prayed for him, that his faith should not fail. Luke 22: 31-32. The 
Lord is watching over us when our faith is tested. He will keep our faith from failing.  
 
Let us pray: “ Lord I look to you for faith, so that I may cry day and night to you, and not lose heart. Lord, grant 
grace that I may pray as the elect ought to pray in these last days. Amen.”  
 
In the second parable we have the prayers of two people: one a Pharisee, the other a tax collector. The Pharisee 
in his prayer used words showing his spiritual pride: he was better than others including the tax collector; he 
fasted and paid tithes. God was not pleased with his prayer. There was no repentance or humility in his prayer. 
The tax collector confessed that he was a sinner, and asked for mercy: “God be merciful to me a sinner!” , he 
prayed. God was pleased with his prayer. There was repentance and humility in his prayer.  
 
Jesus said:  “Everyone who exalts himself will be abased, and he who humbles himself will be exalted”. Let us 
come to God in all humility, so that our prayers may be heard. We have Abraham’s example to learn from. 
While interceding repeatedly for Sodom and Gomorrah, he speaks of himself as “dust and ashes” . Genesis 
18:27. We have the example of Job also. When Job saw God, he said: “ I abhor myself, And repent in dust and 
ashes.”  Both Abraham and Job humbled themselves in prayer. 
 
Jesus  “offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears...and was heard because of His 
godly fear.”  Heb. 5: 8. May we have grace to pray in godly fear as Jesus did. 
 
Let us pray earnestly: “Lord, I come in humility and confess, with Abraham and Job, that I am but dust and 
ashes. Lord, I ask for the godly fear that was in your heart when you prayed. Amen”   
  
 


