
Fear of God  
(godly fear, reverence for God; inclusive of love for God) 

 
Fear of God: “that mingled fear and love which, combined, constitute the piety of  man toward God; the Old Testament 
places its emphasis on the fear, the New Testament … on the love, though there was love in the fear of God’s saints then, 
as there must be fear in their love now.” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of the New Testament)     

 
Love of God and Fear of God: We love God when we see His love for us on the cross where Jesus died for us when we 
were ungodly. This draws our hearts to God. See Rom. 5:8. Please meditate on God’s love. We learn to fear God when we 
see the holiness of God revealed in His Word. See 2 Cor.7:1. This empowers our hearts to hate sin. Please meditate on 
God’s Holiness. 
 
See how the fear of God and the love for God are set forth in the same passage in Deut. 10:12,13.The fear of God and 
love for God abide together in the heart of the believer saved by grace keeping him in the love of God and keeping him 
from sin. 

 
Abraham Feared God 

 
Gen.20:11: Abraham was sensitive to the lack of fear of God in the place.  
Gen. 22:12: God’s testimony that Abraham feared God as evidenced by His obedience in offering Isaac. 
Gen. 18: 22-33: See Abraham’s attitude of godly fear and humility in intercessory prayer. 
 

Job Feared God  
 

Job.1:1, 8: Job “feared God and eschewed evil.” God said Job was “a perfect and an upright man.” 
Job.28:28: “ And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is 

understanding.” These are the words of Job. See Solomon repeating the thought in Prov. 9:10, 1:7, 3:7. 
Job 42: 1-6: See Job’s attitude of godly fear and humility in prayer. 
 
Note: Abraham and Job are thought to be contemporaries (B.C.2000 ?) 
 

Cornelius Feared God 
 
Acts 10:22: Note the similarity to Job 1:1. 
 
Important:  Note that the fear of God is mentioned as the defining virtue in the three examples above. 
 

Jesus Christ’s Example 
 

Isa. 11:2,3: “the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD” was upon Jesus. Verse 3 in the Amplified Bible is: 
“And shall make Him of quick understanding, and His delight shall be in the reverential and obedient fear of the Lord…”  
When we fear the Lord, our understanding is enlightened. Consider how precious this is. 
Heb.5:7-9; Luke 22: 40-44: Jesus prayed in godly fear, and his prayer was heard. How great is our need to learn this, and 
pray in godly fear. Note also that Jesus “learned” “obedience by the things which he suffered.” This was His training to 
become perfect as our high priest (verses 9,10). 
 
Some other key verses for meditation: Deut.5:29; Deut.10:12; Psa.5:7; Psa.25:12,14; Psa.31:19; Psa. 34:11-14; 
Psa.86:11;Psa. 130:4; 2 Kgs. 17:26-33 (note how the fear of God was mixed with worship of other gods); Pro.8:13; 
Prov.23:17; Prov. 31:30 (fear of the Lord is the defining grace of the virtuous woman);Isa.8:13; Jer.32:40 (let us ask the 
Lord to put His fear in our heart); Mal.3:16; Rom.11:20;Heb.12:28;Rev.11:18. 
 
             


