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The teaching of Jesus in Luke 16:1-13, with focus on verses 10-11, is the central part of this lesson. “He that is 
faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. If 
therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?” 
The “least”  in this teaching (Luke 16: 1-13) is money (unrighteous mammon). If I am not faithful in money 
matters, God will not commit to my trust “the true riches.”  What are the true riches? The things of God, of 
Christ, of the Spirit, of God’s Word, and of the Church. 
 
Why is faithfulness in the use of money identified as faithfulness in the least? Love of money is a root of all 
evil (1 Tim. 6:10), and unless the root be holy, the branches cannot be holy (Rom. 11:16). Money is very dear to 
the heart and soul of man. Unless the love of money is rooted out from us, and the love of God planted in its 
place, we will be entangled in the sorrows mentioned in 1 Tim. 6:9-10 (please read). The next verse exhorts us 
to flee these things.  A life of faithfulness to God and trustworthiness among men is not possible unless we are 
set free from the love of money, and unless we obey scriptural principles in the use of money. Let us also judge 
ourselves in the matter of loose and lustful spending. 
 
People who earn hundreds of dollars hourly work diligently, and are careful not to waste any time for fear of 
loss of money. They serve the unrighteous mammon with zeal. The parallel in godly living is this:  when we are 
faithful to use the money God has committed to us with care and faithfulness, God will give us light about the 
use of time also. If one is awakened to the use of time and has a godly fear about wasting time, he is on his way 
to spiritual riches.   
 
The Significance and Relevance of Other Small Things in Life:  A small gift goes a long way in making and 
keeping a friendship. A small word of kindness and forgiveness has the power to burn up much evil, as a small 
fire a pile of wood. A small unkind word, on the other hand, may do irreparable harm. Small fleshly thoughts 
frequently indulged in can so grieve the Holy Spirit that a life of prayer becomes practically nonexistent. Please 
consider the following steps: 
 
1. Pray: O Lord, set me free from the love of money:  Love of money is deeply rooted in our fallen nature. 
Let us ask the Lord to search our heart (Ps. 139:23-24). Since love of money is a root of all evil, without 
deliverance from it we shall not make progress; this agrees with Luke 16:10-11. Are we willing to search our 
hearts? Do we set aside a part of our income as an offering to God (for the Gospel, for the Church, for the poor) 
as a first priority? Jesus did not abolish tithing, but affirmed it (Matt. 23:23).  This does not contradict our 
confession that we and ours wholly belong to God. If, after you became a believer, you have neglected tithing, 
look back and acknowledge your debt to God, and ask Him what you should do to make it right. Make a 
commitment now for the future.   
 
2.  Let us watch over the words that we speak (Matt. 12:36; James 3:2):  We shall give account for every idle 
word we speak (Matt. 12:36). This being true, how blessed we shall be for every kind word we speak, and every 
word we speak to glorify God! From James 3:2 we learn that by watching over our tongue, we receive grace for 
victory in other areas of life. Let us believe and confess Col. 4:6: “Let your speech be always with grace, 
seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.”   
 
3.  Let us keep our heart with all diligence:  Please read Prov. 4:23, and memorize it. As my heart is 
(thoughts, affections, motives), so evolves my life:  my prayers, my words (even my tone of voice and facial 
expressions), and my actions.  How shall we keep our hearts? Our heart (spirit) is created in God’s image, and is 
to have a longing for God. May the Lord give us such a longing. In such longing we look to God, and we pray. 
We hear God’s voice, and faith is born in our hearts. Such faith keeps our hearts pure (Acts 15:9), and by faith 
we receive more and more of the Holy Spirit. As we pray according to the leading of the Spirit, and as we read 
or listen to God’s Word, our faith grows steadily.   


