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Coming To Jesus Christ to be Baptized in the Holy Spirit 

Joseph Arthungal 
 

In introducing Jesus Christ to Israel, John said: “I indeed baptize you with water unto 
repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not 

worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire” (Matt. 3:11).  
John was revealing the greatness of Jesus: While John baptized with water, Jesus will 

baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. Jesus is so great that John is not worthy to carry 
His sandals. Remember that of this same John, Jesus had said he was the greatest of all 

men born of women till that time: greater than Abraham, than Moses, than Solomon! So 
great was the one who baptized in water, himself yet not worthy to carry the sandals of 

the One who was to baptize in the Spirit! This speaks to us about the greatness of our 
Lord Jesus Christ as well as the wonderful privilege of being baptized in the Holy Spirit.  

 
Note however that Jesus Christ, while on earth, did not baptize anyone either in water or 

in the Spirit. He indeed was the Baptizer in the Spirit, but He was to baptize only after 

He had suffered death, risen, and was exalted to the right hand of the Father (John 
7:37-39). This speaks to us that the baptism in the Spirit is an experience ministered to 

us by the risen Lord; it is a ministration and an experience in the sphere of resurrection. 
Water baptism is administered by men who shall die; Spirit baptism is administered by 

the resurrected Lord, as His ministry as the baptizer in the Holy Spirit.  
 

If the baptizer is the resurrected Lord, who are the candidates for the Spirit baptism? 
Only those who are raised from the death of sin by the same baptizer, even Jesus 

Christ. In Romans  chapter 6 we are taught that when we were baptized in water we 
were confessing and proclaiming: “I was dead in sin, but now I die to sin, with Christ 

who died on the cross for me; As I am immersed in water, my old man - who loved to 
sin, and willingly sinned - is buried in the burial of Christ; As I emerge out of the water, 

I am raised with Christ in His resurrection. I have thus partaken of my Lord’s death, 
burial, and resurrection. Thus raised to walk in the newness of life, I come to the risen 

Lord to baptize me in the Holy Spirit. And I by faith receive the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit from my Lord. From now on I walk in the newness of the Spirit. Amen.” 
 

This, dear reader, is the essence of the experience of the baptism in the Holy Spirit. That 
is why our Lord did not baptize anyone in the Holy Spirit while He was on the earth. It is 

a ministry that belongs entirely in the sphere of resurrection. Jesus Christ - Himself as 
the Second Adam having become the life-giving Spirit - ministers the Holy Spirit to us, 

ourselves having been raised  from the death of sin.  He had to first suffer for our sake. 
Now we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to suffer in love for His name’s sake, cease 

from all sin, and serve in all holiness. 
 

We have thus seen that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is an experience in the sphere of 
the resurrection, in the sphere of the resurrection life, in the sphere of resurrection 

power, ministered to us by the Resurrected  One. The coming the Holy Ghost on the day 
of Pentecost in A.D. 30 showed that Jesus was glorified and exalted to the Father. When 

we receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit we are able to witness boldly that Jesus Christ 

is risen. We are true witnesses of His resurrection, because we have been baptized by 
the risen Lord Himself.  
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As you read this, dear reader, if a thirst arises in your heart for the living water - the 
Holy Spirit - hear the call. The Lord is calling you, “come”; the Spirit is calling you, 

“come”; the bride -the Church - is calling you, “come”. I who am writing this am calling 
you, “come”. Read John 7: 37-39 and  Rev. 22: 17. You are invited to come to the 

Baptizer in the Spirit 
 

Reflect now for a moment how glorious an experience this is. One who is filled with the 
Spirit becomes one in the Spirit with the Lord, and with all who are His.  We have His 

Spirit, and our nature inside is changed like unto His, to one of love, a love that longs to 
please the One with whom we are joined in one Spirit. We are enabled to think as He 

thinks about sin, and as He thinks about holiness. We have a new nature inside that is 
animated by resurrection life, and sustained by God’s  breath and God’s Word. This new 

nature resists the carnal nature in the power of the Spirit. Thus we begin to actually 
experience the workings of  the Spirit in us, and we learn to be led by the Spirit.  

   

We come to Christ thirsting for the living water, and drink; and, as we continue to drink, 
rivers of living water flow forth from our innermost being. God’s life is manifested 

through our words and deeds to bless the others. We have a desire to pray, a longing 
for God’s Word , and joy in fellowship with others.  We are enabled by the Spirit to 

speak words of life, and in so doing, we receive the Spirit more abundantly (John 3:34).  
We receive from God in abundance, and we share with others in abundance. We  

increasingly realize that it is God’s life we are receiving, and ministering to others. The 
risen Christ has become the life-giving Sprit for us. We are enabled to live in the Spirit, 

pray in the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit. Our love for the Lord and for people increases. 
This indeed is the experience of God’s kingdom: righteousness, peace , and joy in the 

Holy spirit. We have, by grace, come into the land flowing with milk and honey, and our 
battle begins to dispossess the enemies that dwell in the land. And who are our 

enemies? Not people, but the evil lusts that dwell in our own body. We come face to face 
with these in our temptations, and this is the battle which we fight and win in the power 

of the Holy Spirit. And we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. Amen.   


