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That intercession is a great and necessary part of Christian devotion, is very evident from Scripture.  
 
The  first followers of Christ seem to support all their love, and to maintain all their intercourse and 
correspondence, by mutual prayers for one another.  
 
St. Paul, whether he writes to churches or particular persons, shows his intercession to be perpetual for them; 
that they are constant subject of his prayers… 
 
This was the ancient friendship of Christians uniting and cementing their hearts, not by worldly considerations 
or human passions, but by the mutual communication of spiritual blessings, by prayers and thanksgiving to God 
for one another. It was this holy intercession that raised Christians to such a state of mutual love, as far 
exceeded all that had been praised and admired in human friendship. And when the same spirit of intercession is 
again in the world, when Christianity has the same power over the hearts of people that it then had, this holy 
friendship will again be in fashion, and Christians will be again the wonder of the world, for that exceeding love 
which they bear to one another.     
 
For a frequent intercession with  God, earnestly beseeching Him to forgive the sins of all mankind, to bless 
them with His providence, enlighten them with His Spirit, and bring them to everlasting happiness, is the 
divinest exercise that the heart of man can be engaged in.   
 
Be daily, therefore, on your knees, in a solemn, deliberate performance of this devotion, praying for others in 
such forms, with such length, importunity, and earnestness as you use for yourself; and you will find all little, 
ill-natured passions die away, your heart grow great and generous, delighting in the common happiness of 
others, as you used only to delight in your own… 
 
When, therefore, you have once habituated your heart to a serious performance of this holy intercession, you 
have done a great deal to render it incapable of spite and envy, and to make it naturally delight in the happiness 
of all mankind.  
 
This is the natural effect of a general intercession for all mankind. But the greatest benefits of it are then 
received, when it descends to such particular instances as our state and condition in life more particularly 
require. 
 
For there is nothing that makes us love a man so much as praying for him; and when you can once do this 
sincerely for any man, you have fitted your soul for the performance of every thing that is kind and civil 
towards him. This will fill your heart with a generosity and tenderness that will give you a better and sweeter 
behavior than any thing that is called fine breeding and good manners.       
 
By considering yourself as an advocate with God for your neighbors and acquaintance, you would never find it 
hard to be at peace with them yourself. It would be easy for you to bear with and forgive those for whom you 
particularly implored the Divine mercy and forgiveness. 
 
Such prayers as these among neighbors and acquaintances would unite them to one another in the strongest 
bonds of love and tenderness. It would exalt and ennoble their souls, and teach them to consider one another in 
a higher state , as members of a spiritual society, that are created for the enjoyment of the common blessings of 
God, and fellow-heirs of the same future glory. 
 


