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16 Things About Love in Operation (1 Cor. 13:4-8) 
Joseph Arthungal 

 
1. Charity suffers long: Note that the first thing mentioned is: Love is patient (“charity 
suffereth long”). How ‘long’ is ‘long’? Only God knows as He permits us to endure. Is it not 
apparent that the other 15 virtues arising from love are understood only in the light of patience? 
This is confirmed by the words of James that “the trying of your faith worketh patience,” and 
patience (endurance) leads to perfection (Ja. 1: 3-4). When our Lord taught about the sufferings 
of the end times, He said, “ In your patience possess ye your souls” (Luke 21:19). Patience is a 
chief virtue for those who serve in the Church (2 Cor. 6:4; 12:12).  
 
2. Charity is kind: Kindness makes love visible, tangible, enjoyable and comforting. Kindness 
wins hearts, especially of those who suffer. God “is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil” 
(Luke 6:35), and we are to be also.  
 
3. Charity envies not: Having come to possess God’s riches by faith, we have no need to be 
jealous of any, nor desire anything but what God gives. We can bless others and rejoice at their 
prosperity.  
 
4. Charity vaunts not itself: Love is not boastful or vainglorious. Boasting is repulsive to 
humble hearts. 
 
5. Charity is not puffed up: Love does not brag and is not arrogant. It does not display itself 
haughtily. How careful we should be to judge our behavior. 
 
6. Charity does not behave itself unseemly: Love does not act unbecomingly, is not 
conceited or rude.  This implies that charity is adorned with wisdom. 
 
7. Charity seeks not her own: Love does not insist on its own rights or its own way. It often 
neglects its own for the sake of others. 
  
8. Charity is not easily provoked: This helps to judge ourselves. If we are easily provoked, 
we need to seek God for more love. How can we be angry with the one we love?  
 
9. Charity thinks no evil:  Do we keep on remembering any evil done to us by someone? If we 
do, we are not abiding in love. 
 
10. Charity rejoices not in iniquity: Do we find satisfaction or pleasure in others’ sin or harm? 
Love does not. 
 
11. Charity rejoices in the truth: May we rejoice when right and truth prevail. 
 
12. Charity bears all things: Here our patience is tested and strengthened. Love bears up 
under everything that comes. 
 
13. Charity believes all things: May we be ready to believe the best of every person. (Note: 
This does not make prudence unnecessary.) 
 
14. Charity hopes all things: May our thoughts and hopes for others be benevolent even when 
prudence seems to hinder us from believing well of them.  
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15. Charity endures all things: Jesus endured, and learned obedience by the things He 
suffered, and was perfected (Heb. 5: 8-9). 
 
16. Charity never fails:  Gifts of prophecy, tongues, and knowledge will come to an end, but 
love shall be with us through eternity.  
 
 
Special Notes:  (A) From 1 Cor. 13:1 it appears that one may speak in tongues, yet lack love.  
From verse 2 it appears that one may prophecy or perform great miracles, yet lack love.  From 
verse 3 it appears that one may be very generous and ready to die for his faith, yet may lack 
love.  It is with such warnings that the Apostle introduces us to the 16 things listed above. (B) 
God loved us first (Rom. 5:6,10) and our love is the response to His.  (C) We are forgiven, so we 
love (Luke 7:47). We stand before God’s mercy; this is our only standing. In this awareness of 
God’s forgiveness and mercy, we love. (D) The first experience in Church life is love (Col. 2:2; 1 
John 3:11; 2 John 5), we continue in love (Eph. 4:15-16), and we finish in love (John 13:1; Eph. 
3:19). (E) The Lord commits the shepherding of His people to those who love to the highest 
degree, and lay down their lives (John 21:15-19). 
 
Jesus had said that the greatest commandment is to love God with all our heart, and an equal 
commandment was to love one’s neighbor as oneself. Yet He gave a new commandment: The 
disciples are to love one another as Christ loved them (John 13:35). Let us come to Him who 
gave this commandment, be filled with His love, and love with His love. Amen. 
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